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HEROES & HERETICS
4

A portrait once effaced must be restored from the original. Thus the Son of
the Father came to seek, save, and regenerate. No other way was possible.
Blinded himself, man could not see to heal. The witness of creation had
failed to preserve Him, and could not bring Him back. The Word alone could
do so. But how? only by revealing Himself as man

For as, when the likeness painted on a panel has been effaced by stains
from without, he whose likeness it is must needs come once more to
enable the portrait to

be renewed on the same wood: for, for the sake of his picture, even the
mere wood on which it is painted is not thrown away, but the outline is
renewed upon it; 2. in the same way also the most holy Son of the Father,
being the Image of the Father, came to our region to renew man once made
in His likeness, and find him, as one lost, by the remission of sins; as He
says Himself in the Gospels: “I came to find and to save the lost.” Whence
He said to the Jews also: “Except3 a man be born again,” not meaning, as
they thought, birth from woman, but speaking of the soul born and created
anew in the likeness of God’s image. 3. But since wild idolatry and
godlessness occupied the world, and the knowledge of God was hid, whose
part was it to teach the world concerning the Father? Man’s, might one say?
But it was not in man’s power to penetrate everywhere beneath the sun; for
neither had they the physical strength to run so far, nor would they be able
to claim credence in this matter, nor were they sufficient by themselves to
withstand the deceit and impositions of evil spirits. 

THE EARLY CHUCH



5

Athanasius - ‘On the Incarnation of the Word’, Section 14

4. For where all were smitten and confused in soul from demoniacal
deceit, and the vanity of idols, how was it possible for them to win over
man’s soul and man’s mind—whereas they cannot even see them? Or
how can a man convert what he does not see? 5. But perhaps one might
say creation was enough; but if creation were enough, these great evils
would never have come to pass. For creation was there already, and all
the same, men were grovelling in the same error concerning God. 6.
Who, then, was needed, save the Word of God, that sees both soul and
mind, and that gives movement to all things in creation, and by them
makes known the Father? For He who by His own Providence and
ordering of all things was teaching men concerning the Father, He it
was that could renew this same teaching as well. 7. How, then, could
this have been done? Perhaps one might say, that the same means
were open as before, for Him to shew forth the truth about the Father
once more by means of the work of creation. But this was no longer a
sure means. Quite the contrary; for men missed seeing this before, and
have turned their eyes no longer upward but downward. 8. Whence,
naturally, willing to profit men, He sojourns here as man, taking to
Himself a body like the others, and from things of earth, that is by the
works of His body [He teaches them], so that they who would not know
Him from His Providence and rule over all things, may even from the
works done by His actual body know the Word of God which is in the
body, and through Him the Father.
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“It is natural for a man to desire what he reckons better than that
which he has already, and be satisfied with nothing which lacks that
special quality which he misses. Thus, if it is for her beauty that he
loves his wife, he will cast longing eyes after a fairer woman. If he is
clad in a rich garment, he will covet a costlier one; and no matter how
rich he may be he will envy a man richer than himself. Do we not see
people every day, endowed with vast estates, who keep on joining
field to field, dreaming of wider boundaries for their lands? Those
who dwell in palaces are ever adding house to house, continually
building up and tearing down, remodeling and changing. Men in high
places are driven by insatiable ambition to clutch at still greater
prizes. And nowhere is there any final satisfaction, because nothing
there can be defined as absolutely the best or highest. But it is
natural that nothing should content a man’s desires but the very best,
as he reckons it. Is it not, then, mad folly always to be craving for
things which can never quiet our longings, much less satisfy them?
No matter how many such things one has, he is always lusting after
what he has not; never at peace, he sighs for new possessions.
Discontented, he spends himself in fruitless toil, and finds only
weariness in the evanescent and unreal pleasures of the world. In his
greediness, he counts all that he has clutched as nothing in
comparison with what is beyond his grasp, and loses all pleasure in
his actual possessions by longing after what he has not, yet covets.
No man can ever hope to own all things. Even the little one does
possess is got only with toil and is held in fear; since each is certain
to lose what he hath when God’s day, appointed though unrevealed,
shall come. But the perverted will struggles towards the ultimate
good by devious ways, yearning after satisfaction, yet led astray by
vanity and deceived by wickedness.

THE MIDDLE AGES
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Ah, if you wish to attain to the consummation of all desire, so that
nothing unfulfilled will be left, why weary yourself with fruitless
efforts, running hither and thither, only to die long before the goal is
reached?
It is so that these impious ones wander in a circle, longing after
something to gratify their yearnings, yet madly rejecting that which
alone can bring them to their desired end, not by exhaustion but by
attainment. They wear themselves out in vain travail, without
reaching their blessed consummation, because they delight in
creatures, not in the Creator. They want to traverse creation, trying all
things one by one, rather than think of coming to Him who is Lord of
all. And if their utmost longing were realized, so that they should have
all the world for their own, yet without possessing Him who is the
Author of all being, then the same law of their desires would make
them contemn what they had and restlessly seek Him whom they still
lacked, that is, God Himself. Rest is in Him alone. Man knows no
peace in the world; but he has no disturbance when he is with God.
And so the soul says with confidence, ‘Whom have I in heaven but
Thee; and there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of
Thee. God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. It is
good for me to hold me fast by God, to put my trust in the Lord God’
(Psalm 73:25)
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THE REFORMATION 
Excellent Jerome,
You ought to rejoice in this temptation of the devil because it is a
certain sign that God is propitious and merciful to you.
You say that the temptation is heavier than you can bear, and that you
fear that it will so break and beat you down as to drive you to despair
and blasphemy. I know this wile of the devil. If he cannot break a
person with his first attack, he tries by persevering to wear him out and
weaken him until the person falls and confesses himself beaten.
Whenever this temptation comes to you, avoid entering upon a
disputation with the devil and do not allow yourself to dwell on those
deadly thoughts, for to do so is nothing short of yielding to the devil
and letting him have his way.
Try as hard as you can to despise those thoughts which are induced by
the devil. In this sort of temptation and struggle, contempt is the best
and easiest method of winning over the devil.
Laugh your adversary to scorn and ask who it is with whom you are
talking.
By all means flee solitude, for the devil watches and lies in wait for you
most of all when you are alone. This devil is conquered by mocking
and despising him, not by resisting and arguing with him. . .
When the devil throws our sins up to us and declares we deserve death
and hell, we ought to speak thus:
“I admit that I deserve death and hell. What of it? Does this mean that I
shall be sentenced to eternal damnation? By no means. For I know One
who suffered and made a satisfaction in my behalf. His name is Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. Where he is, there I shall be also.”
Yours,
Martin Luther
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“Christ maketh us a feast, a marriage feast, a marriage feast with the
King’s Son, of all feasts the most magnificent.… No man goeth hungry
from a feast. It was never heard for any to famish at a feast. In Christ
there is not only abundance, but redundance, a diffusive and a
spreading goodness; as in breasts to give milk, in clouds to drop down
showers, in the sun to send forth beams. … Our duty is to accept of
Christ’s inviting of us. What will we do for him, if we will not feast with
him? We will not suffer with him, if we will not feast with him; we will
not suffer with him, if we will not joy with him, and in him. Happy are
they that come, though compelled by crosses and other sharp ways.”
Writing on Song of Solomon 5:1-2
“Weakness with watchfulness will stand, when strength with too much
confidence fails. Weakness, with acknowledgement of it, is the fittest
seat and subject for God to perfect his strength in; for consciousness
of our infirmities drives us out of ourselves to him in whom our
strength lies.”

Richard ‘The Sweet Dropper’ Sibbes’ book The Bruised Reed
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A STRANGE NEW WORLD 
"On innumerable occasions a whole Christian community has
been shattered because it has lived on the basis of a wishful
image. Certainly serious Christians who are put in a community
for the first time will often bring with them a very definite image
of what Christian communal life should be, and they will be
anxious to realize it. But God’s grace quickly frustrates all such
dreams. A great disillusionment with others, with Christians in
general, and, if we are fortunate, with ourselves, is bound to
overwhelm us as surely as God desires to lead us to an
understanding of genuine Christian community. By sheer grace
God will not permit us to live in a dream world even for a few
weeks and to abandon ourselves to those blissful experiences
and exalted moods that sweep over us like a wave of rapture.
For God is not a God of emotionalism, but the God of truth. Only
that community which enters into the experience of this great
disillusionment with all its unpleasant and evil appearances
begins to be what it should be in God’s sight, begins to grasp in
faith the promise that is given to it. The sooner this moment of
disillusionment comes over the individual and the community,
the better for both. … God hates this wishful dreaming because it
makes the dreamer proud and pretentious. 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer, ‘Life Together’

Those who dream of this idealized community demand that it be
fulfilled by God, by others, and by themselves. They enter the
community of Christians with their demands, set up their own
law, and judge one another and even God accordingly. They
stand adamant, a living reproach to all others in the circle of the
community. They act as if they have to create the Christian
community, as if their visionary ideal binds the people together.
Whatever does not go their way, they call a failure. When their
idealized image is shattered, they see the community breaking to
pieces. So they first become accusers of other Christians in the
community, then accusers of God, and finally the despairing
accusers of themselves. Because God already has laid the only
foundation of our community, because God has united us in one
body with other Christians in Jesus Christ long before we
entered into common life with them, we enter into that life
together with other Christians, not as those who make demands,
but as those who thankfully receive."
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